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Introduction

Oxford Practice Grammar is a series of three books, each written

at the right level for you at each stage in your study of English. The
series is intended for your use either in a classroom or when working
independently in your own time.

The books are divided into units, each of which covers an important
grammar topic. Each unit starts with an explanation of the grammar and
this is followed by a set of practice exercises. Answers to the exercises are
given at the back of the book.

You may want to choose the order in which you study the grammar topics,
perhaps going first to those giving you problems. (Topics are listed in the
Contents page at the front of each book and in the Index at the back.)
Alternatively, you may choose to start at the beginning of each book and
work through to the end.

Exam practice

The first level in the series is Oxford Practice Grammar - Basic. This is
suitable for elementary to pre-intermediate learners, and those working
for the Oxford Test of English and Cambridge A2 Key and B1 Preliminary
exams. The second is Oxford Practice Grammar — Intermediate for
students who are no longer beginners but are not yet advanced in their
use of English. It is suitable for those studying for the Oxford Test of English
and Cambridge B2 First exam. Oxford Practice Grammar - Advanced is

for those who have progressed beyond the intermediate level and who
wish to increase their knowledge of English grammar and become more
confident when using it. It helps students prepare for the C1 Advanced, C2
Proficiency, TOEFL, IELTS, and other advanced-level exams.

Oxford Practice Grammar - Basic is written for elementary to
pre-intermediate students of English.

Grammar topics are explained simply and clearly and you are given lots of
opportunity to practise.

Each new topic is presented on a left-hand page and the practice section
follows on the same page or the facing page. You can therefore look across
to the explanation while you are working through the exercises.

Appendices at the back of the book summarize how to form plurals of
nouns, verb endings, comparative forms of adjectives, and adverbs. They
also include a table of irregular verbs.

An exit test provides an opportunity for more practice, and prepares you
for Oxford Practice Grammar - Intermediate.



There is an interactive Oxford Practice Grammar website at
www.oup.com/elt/practicegrammar.

Key to symbols

The symbol / (oblique stroke) between two words means that either word
is possible. We put does before he/she/it means that We put does before
he, We put does before she and We put does before it are all possible. In
exercise questions this symbol is also used to separate words or phrases
which are possible answers.

Brackets ( ) around a word or phrase in the middle of a sentence mean
that it can be left out. She said (that) she lived in a small flat means that
there are two possible sentences: She said that she lived in a small flat and
She said she lived in a small flat.

The symbol ~ means that there is a change of speaker. In the example
When did Jasmine go to India? ~ In June. the question and answer are
spoken by different people.

The symbol ¢ in an exercise indicates that a sample answer is given.



Tenses: present

Here are some examples of be in the
Present Simple:

This is my brother. He's ten years old.
I'm a student. These are my books.

They aren’t at home. They're at the theatre.
» We form the Present Simple of be like this:

In speech, we usually use the short forms:

She’s my sister.
I'm from Italy.

He's my brother.
They’re German.

gaps.

® lam  astudent from Brazil.

¢ Myparentsarenot (not) rich.

1 My father a teacher.

2 Mymother  (not)Brazilian.
3 She . . _ from America.

¢ Im _  adoctor

¢ Imnot  _ (not) a bank manager.
1 She  (not)ateacher.

2 He _ astudent

3 They . athome.

4 They .. .. . (not)inthe park.

n We use be:

» to say who we are:

I'm Steve and this is my friend William.
We're from Scotland.

I'm Jessica and these are my sisters. This is
Amber and this is Penelope. Amber and
Penelope are doctors.

» to talk about the weather:

It’s cold today.

It’s a beautiful day.

It’s usually hot here

It isn’t very warm today.

» to talk about the time:
It's ten o’clock.
It’s half past four.
You're late!

» to talk about places:
Milan is in the north of Italy.
John and Mary are in Yorkshire.

» to talk about people’s ages:
My sister is six years old.

. Maria is from Brazil. She is writing about herself and her family. Put full forms of be in the

- Now fill these gaps. This time, use short forms of be.

4 | . 20yearsold.

5 Mylittlebrother  two.

6 My olderbrothers (not) students.
7 They . inthearmy.

8 It oftenveryhotin Brazil
I (not) cold today.

6 It ~_eight o'clock.

7 We  from Paris.

8 We (not)from Bordeaux.
9 You .. (not)21yearsold.

0 .. 24yearsold.




Tenses: present

. Choose words from the box to put in the gaps.

¢+
1

2
3
4
5

He's She’s Theyte Its(x2) ae s We isnt
My parents live in Scotland. They're _ teachers.

New York _ in England. . in America.
Paul from Germany. _German.
My sister is a doctor. .30 years old.

— _.sixoclock! . arelate

Look at the time! Chris and Mary __late.

. Look at these pictures. These people are saying who they are. Write sentences using the jobs
from the box.

. ‘apop star

w

Italy

names:

jobs:

names:

jobs:

names:

jobs:

names:

ustraliap
:

jobs:

names:

G jobs:

Tomoko Akira

India

names:

jobs:

lkram

Rajiv

nationality:

nationality:

nationality:

nationality:

nationality:

- afilm star

adDCtaf 8
a photographer

a dentist
a scientist

I'm Paolo and this is Federico.
We're from Italy.

I'm a police officer and Federico is a footballer.

nationality:



n We use be: We also use there + be to talk about when
things happen:
There is a bus to London at six o’clock.
There are taxis, but there aren’t any buses
on Sunday.
There isn’t another train to Manchester today.

» to talk about how we feel:
I'm happy. They're sad.
They're bored.  She's tired.
We're hungry.  I'm thirsty.
He isn’t afraid. They’re cold.

Tenses: present

9 We form questions with be in the Present

> to greet people: Simple like this:

William: Hello. How are you?
Jasmine: I'm fine thanks. How are you?

» to apologize:
I'm sorry I'm late.
> to describe things:

It isn’t expensive. It’s cheap.
It's an old film. It isn’t very good.

These photos are bad! Here are some examples of questions using all
the fi f be:
For other uses of be, see Unit 1. e FOITNS Orbe
Am | |ate for the film?
D We use there + be to talk about the existence Are you 20 years old?
of something. There + be can be used to talk B B il Rt bt

about where things are: :
i 8s S Is she French or Italian?

Is it time to go home?

Are we ready to leave?

Are you both at university?
Are they in London today?

A Make sentences about the pictures using the words from the box. Use He/She/They and the
Present Simple of be.

tired sad #hissty happy hungry bored afraid  cold




