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introduction

Who is this book for?
The Oxford English Grammar Course (Basic Level) is for all elementary and pre-intermediate learners who
want to improve their knowledge of English grammar.

What kind of English does the book teach?

This book teaches the grammar of spoken and written British English. But it can also be used by
students of American, Australian or other kinds of English — the grammatical differences are very small
and unimportant.

How is the book organised?

There are 22 sections. A section covers one part of English grammar (for example: making questions
and negatives; present tense verbs; problems with nouns). Each section contains:

¢ a presentation page which introduces the point of grammar

o several short units with explanations and exercises

¢ two'More Practice’ pages: these include ‘Grammar in a text’ exercises and internet exercises

¢ ashort revision test.

¢ seven ‘Pronunciation for grammar’ exercises at the end of the book

I casssvones 1969,in 2..cccuuues Portland, 3.......... Oregon, 4.....uu.. man wentto rob s.......... bank.

He didn't want 6.......... peoplein 7.......... bank to know what was happening, so he walked up to

oneof 8.......... cashiers, wroteon 9.......... piece of 10....cc.... paper, Thisis 11.......... robbery and

I've got 12.......... gun, and showed 13.......... paperto i4.......... cashier.Then he wrote, 'Take all 3

Y5 susasunse money out of your drawer and putitin 16.......... paper bag’ 17.......... cashier read - :
1| SO message, wrote at 19.......... bottom of 20.......... paper, ‘| haven't got 21.......... paper bag' :
andgave 22.......... paper backto 23.......... robbenl'.. 2. robberranout of 2s.......... bank.

Q Internet exercise: checking correctness. Use a search engine (e.g. Google).
: How many hits are there for these expressions? So which are correct?

“too much fast” .. 40700 ... “too fast” ..10,900,000: Correct
RVerYDORVIST wvsiivessvisisissisiiaeiies ‘everybody ate! isinisisinsninsiisiiasesaas
evervthiNngare” uiiisvseasnnivicaen s VeI ™ susiunvnnainassias
INOSEPEOPIEY oicismmsmmmmaniessaisanisinssi raostof PEOPIEY . risssvimsscmsisisissiaisvesees
S ; _ '
More basic units are marked ‘Level 1", more advanced units = present pi E will: dec!
> : :
are marked 'Level 2. g :
SN | ) e ;......._.,.,.,.....We.can.use.willé

One way of using the book: to study particular points

If you want to know more about a particular point (for example present tenses, the difference between
should and must, or the position of adverbs), look in the index (pages 355-362) to find the right unit(s).
Read the explanations and do the exercises. Check your answers.
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Another way of using the book: for systematic study
If you are working without a teacher, we suggest:

DON'T go right through the book from beginning to end — some parts will be unnecessary for you.
Choose a Section to study. Section 1, ‘be and have’, for example? Section 8? Section 197

Read the grammar explanations, do the exercises, and check your answers.

Do some or all of the exercises in the ‘More Practice” pages.

Go to the revision test at the end of the section, and try some or all of the questions.

Check your answers. If you still have problems, look at the explanations again.

Website
On the website www.oup.com/elt/oxfordenglishgrammar there are extra exercises and games to give you
more practice on some of the structures.

AN b wWwN -

Pronunciation
The ‘Pronunciation for grammar’exercises will help you to hear unstressed grammatical words more clearly,
and to pronounce structures fluently with good rhythm and stress.

Examinations
This book teaches all of the grammar (and more!) that is needed for Common European Framework Levels
A1 and A2, and is suitable for learners studying for Cambridge KET and PET.

If you know everything in the book, will you speak perfect English?
No, sorry!

T Not many people learn foreign languages perfectly. (And not many people need to.) But this book will
help you to speak and write much more correctly.

2 Books like this give short practical explanations. They cannot tell you the whole truth about English
grammar, and they cannot give you enough practice to get all the difficult points right. If you follow the
rules in this book, you will not make many mistakes. But you will probably need to practise using the
structures in different situations. (The website material will help with this.) You will find more complete
information about difficult points in the Intermediate Level of the Oxford English Grammar Course.

3 Grammar is not the only important thing in a language. You also need a wide vocabulary, and — very
important - you need a lot of practice in listening and speaking, reading and writing. Remember: this is a
grammar practice book, not a complete English course.

To the teacher

There is a complete lesson-by-lesson Teacher’s Guide which you can access by tapping

the link at the start of each section. This supplements the Student’s Book exercises with
hundreds of additional communicative and out-of-class practice activities, to help students
make the move from practising grammar to using grammar. It also contains helpful Language Notes showing
typical problems students may have with certain structures, often because of cross-language differences.

teacher’s guide

You can also download Classroom Tests free from www.oup.com/elt/teacher/oxfordenglishgrammar. There are
tests for each level to help to show what your students need to study, or how well they have learnt the material
you have covered. To access these, take a moment to sign up for free membership of the Oxford Teachers' Club.

We hope that you will enjoy using our book.

With our best wishes for your progress in English.

/w Lzlx m// (ﬁu\ - CatloreneDomtben
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words for talking about grammar

active and passive: / see, she heard are active verbs; | am seen, she was heard are passive verbs.

adjectives: for example big, old, yellow, unhappy.

adverbs: for example quickly, completely, now, there.

affirmative sentences or statements are not questions or negatives - for example / arrived.

articles: a/an ('indefinite article’); the (‘definite article’).

auxiliary verbs are used before other verbs to make questions, tenses etc - for example do you think; | have finished,
she is working. See also modal auxiliary verbs.

clause: see sentence.

comparatives: for example older, better, more beautiful, more slowly.

conditional: a structure using the conjunction if.

conjunctions: for example and, but, because, while.

consonants: see vowels.

contractions: short forms like I'm, you're, he'll, don't.

conversational: see formal.

countable nouns: the names of things we can count - for example one chair, three cars; uncountable (or'mass’)
nouns: the names of things we can’t count, like oil, rice.

determiners: words like the, some, many, my, which go before (adjective +) noun.

double letters: pp, tt, ee etc.

formal, informal, conversational: We use formal language with strangers, in business letters etc: for example
‘Good afternoon, Mr Parker. May | help you?” We use informal or conversational language with family and
friends: for example ‘Hi, John. Want some help?’

future verbs: for example / will go; Ann is going to write to us.

imperatives: forms like Go home, Come and sit down, Don’t worry, which we use when we tell or ask people (not)
to do things.

indirect speech: the grammar that we use to say what people say or think: for example John said that he was tired.

infinitives: (to) go, (to) sleep etc.

informal: see formal.

-ing forms: going, sleeping etc.

irregular: see regular.

leave out: If we say Seen John?, we are leaving out Have you.

modal verbs or modal auxiliary verbs: must, can, could, may, might, shall, should, ought to, will and would.

negative sentences are made with not: for example | have not seen her.

nouns: for example chair, oil, idea, sentence.

object: see subject.

opposite: hot is the opposite of cold; up is the opposite of down.

passive: see active.

past perfect tense: see perfect tenses.

past progressive tense: see past tenses.

past tenses: for example went, saw, stopped (simple past); was going, were eating (past progressive).

past participles: for example gone, seen, stopped.

perfect tenses: forms with have/has/had + past participle: for example / have forgotten (present perfect); It has
been raining (present perfect progressive); They had stopped (past perfect).

personal pronouns: for example |, you, us, them.

plural: see singular.

possessives: for example my, your; mine, yours; John’s, my brothers.

prepositions: for example at, in, on, between.

present participles: for example going, sleeping etc (also called -ing forms).

present perfect tenses: see perfect tenses.
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present tenses: for example He goes (simple present); She is walking (present progressive).

progressive (or'continuous’): for example | am thinking (present progressive); They were talking (past
progressive).

pronouns: for example /, you, anybody, themselves.

question tags: for example isn't it?, doesn't she?

reflexive pronouns: myself, yourself etc.

regular: plurals like cats, buses; past tenses like started, stopped; irregular: plurals like teeth, men, children; past
tenses like broke, went, saw.

relative clauses: clauses that begin with relative pronouns: for example the man who bought my car.

relative pronouns: who, which and that when they join clauses to nouns: for example the man who bought my car.

sentence, clause: A sentence begins with a capital letter (A, B etc) and ends with a full stop (), like this one. A
sentence may have more than one clause, often joined by a conjunction. For example: I'll come and see you
when I'm in London.

simple past tense: see past tenses.

simple present tense: see present tenses.

singular: for example chair, cat, man; plural: for example chairs, cats, men.

spelling: writing words correctly: for example, we spell necessary with one c and double s.

subject and object: In She took the money — everybody saw her, the subjects are she and everybody; the objects are
the money and her.

superlatives: for example oldest, best, most beautiful, most easily.

tense: She goes, she is going, she went, she was going, she has gone are different tenses.

third person: words for other people, not / or you: for example she, them, himself, John, has, goes.

uncountable nouns: see countable nouns.

verbs: for example sit, give, hold, think, write.

vowels: g, e, i, 0, u and their usual sounds; consonants: b, ¢, d, f, g etc and their usual sounds.

other useful words

Here are some other words that are used in this book. Find them in your dictionary and write the translations here.

ACHION ..t pPolite ..c.ovvvniiiiiiiiian
CDOOSE iovnincnisimssisesvaisvisass POEIY. .. cosninsarasnssranimminins
COMMON sunoninarsrsssmneavmessyevse DOSSIDIIEY ».c.cxcamsnsnssosmsmmmmmnymnune
complete (Verb) .......cccevvvevivininennnn. possible ......coovviiiiiiiiiiiiiin,
COMEET < oo cnmensismiminsmsnsssann DIBCHISE: . oiavanmnsisbavmsnnnnints i
AesCription ..ussssivessmsssssssmmmvassass predict s sssissesasasisssssasasesss

s (15157 o O WA PRI i i Spsnmsmnad b

OV s o cinanwmnicn somnvanm s probable ......cccoeiiiiiiiiiiiinin.
eXClAMAON wivsnsniasesiasssansnsssnivasa DYOTOUINCE s 5000msnaso soisnawsaonmvana
SXOIAIN cosoeovesssminssnensvasssnns PIONUNCIATON yovsvasevsiossessinimersnnnses
EXPreSSION ..vvvvnveriienesenenenannens TEPEATL ..ueveeineneneeieeananan,
form(noun) csssoesssssnssasansssassnnsios YOOI <5 isssnasasasssssmonsumms
OOON, NAPPEN (ussvsnsnsnsisnonmnensssssnavs VOVISION xossossnvnssinspanmusnsnnns
ingeneral ......covviiiiiiiiiiiiinenens UKL vo s comnen snmmnnoasasmenass
INTOTUCTION. «avsninnminsnmnsnss iisasavaas SOOI sason sosinnins abisnsommnainsn g

JOIN wussoscnsmmninsssmsmmerusvens (11T SO ————
mean (Verb) .......coovveviviiniiininnnnnn SItUALION «.veeeieiicieeeeaes
INRANING wosiaiisinsiiassrsnssnninisis stressed (pronunciation) .........c.ceveiiiiininnnnnn.
NECESSATY. issosssasssensserammsammenensas SAIUCTOITE s vuerussimsonosrsaonsaipinss
NEWS .veeeninenenenenenenenenanens UNNECESSANY +evevenenenenanenanenenenenens
110755 | unusual ....oveiiniiiiiinininennn.
NOMRAIY cowsnsus sramnsiosnsnsnsavusms USENOUNY o smsssnsssvinossavssisdonsss
PATHEIE & cin i s VLT o R DR O
plan ..o (word) order ......couvviiiiiiiniininennnns
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list of units

SECTION 1 be and have pages 1-14

grammar summary 1
be Iam happy today. Are we late? 2-3
be: past Where were you? | was in Glasgow. 4
be: future The bus will be full. 5
there is/was There’s a dog in the garden. 6
thereis: future Will there be cars? 7
have [have do you have? | don’t have 8
have: past and future 9
have: actions He’s having a shower. 10
have without do: have got

Have you got a cat? 11
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simple present questions
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I'm reading. I'm not working. 23
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I'm working just now. 24
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He’s not listening to me. 25
present progressive questions Isitraining? 26
present progressive: more practice 27
the two present tenses: the difference 28-29

non-progressive verbs [don’t understand. 30-31
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SECTION 3 talking about the future
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grammar summary 35

going to Look - it’s going to rain. 36-37
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What are you doing this evening? 38
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will: predicting I think it will rain tomorrow. 39
will: deciding, refusing, promising Il answer it. 40
simple present for future

Our train leaves at 8.10. 41
future: more practice 42-43
future: revision test 44
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grammar summary 45
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past tenses: revision test 56
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grammar summary 57
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I have paid. Has she forgotten? 58-59
finished actions: present perfect

or simple past? 60-61
time words: present perfect

or simple past? 62-63
already, yet and just 64
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It's been raining since Sunday. 66-67
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grammar summary 73
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have to Do you have to teach small children? 76
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It may snow. | might have a cold. 82-83
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SECTION 7 passives pages 93-102
grammar summary 93
passives: introduction

English is spoken in Australia. 94
simple present passive

We are woken by the birds. 95
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simple past passive

| was stopped by a policeman. 97
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Nobody loves me. 115
questions and negatives: more practice  116-117
questions and negatives: revision test 118

SECTION 9 infinitives and -ing forms

pages 119-138
grammar summary 119
infinitives: using to /want to go. Must you go? 120
infinitive of purpose

She went to Paris to study music. 121
verb + infinitive / hope to be an airline pilot.122-123
verb + object + infinitive

He wants me to cook. 124-125
it with infinitive subjects

It’s nice to be here with you. 126-127
adjective + infinitive

glad to find you at home 128
adjectives with enough/to + infinitive

too tired to sing 129
noun/pronoun + infinitive

some letters to write 130

-ing forms as subjects Smoking is bad for you. 131
preposition + ...ing Thank you for coming.132-133
verb + ...ing Ican't help feeling unhappy. 134-135
infinitives and -ing forms: more practice  136-137
infinitives and -ing forms: revision test 138

SECTION 10 special structures with verbs
pages 139-150

grammar summary 139
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verbs with prepositions Wait for me. 141

phrasal verbs
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verbs with two objects
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pages 151-166
grammar summary 151
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countable and uncountable a car, cars; petrol 153
the and a/an

Let’s see a film. |didn’t like the film. 154-155
a/an She’s a doctor. 156
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People are funny. 158-159
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special cases
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articles: revision test 166

SECTION 12 determiners pages 167-184
grammar summary 167

this, that, these and those 168-169
some and any

I need some sugar. Have you got any?  170-171
somebody, anything, nowhere ... 172
much and many

How much milk? How many languages? 173
a lot of and lots of 174
alittle and a few a little English; a few words 175
enough money; fast enough 176
too, too much/many and not enough 177
all - all my friends are here; my friends are

all here 178
all and every; each 179
both, either and neither 180
determiners and of most people; mostofus 181
determiners: more practice 182-183
determiners: revision test 184

SECTION 13 personal pronouns; possessives
pages 185-194

grammar summary 185

personal pronouns: /and me etc 186-187

possessives: my, your etc This is my coat. 188-189

possessives: mine, yours etc  This is mine. 190
reflexive pronouns: myself, yourself etc 191
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more practice 192-193
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revision test 194
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SECTION 14 nouns pages 195-208

grammar summary 195
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countable and uncountable nouns 198-199
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‘sand s’ possessive: forms son’s, sons, men’s 201
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tenses with time conjunctions
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relative that a bird that can't fly 256
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grammar summary 263
tenses and pronouns

Bill said he was really happy. 264-265
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SECTION 21 prepositions pages 273-286

grammar summary 273
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from ... to, until and by 276
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