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introduction

Who is this book for?
The Oxford English Grammar Course (Intermediate Level) is for all intermediate and upper-intermediate
learners who want to improve their knowledge of English grammar.

What kind of English does the book teach?

This book teaches the grammar of spoken and written British English. But it can also be used by
students of American, Australian or other kinds of English — the grammatical differences are very small
and unimportant.

How is the book organised?

There are 22 sections. A section covers one part of English grammar (for example making questions and
negatives; present tense verbs; problems with nouns). Each section contains:

e apresentation page which introduces the point of grammar

e several short units with explanations and exercises

e two'More Practice’ pages: these include ‘Grammar in a text’ exercises and internet exercises

® ashort revision test.

e Grammar in a text. Put in expressions from the box. Use the present progressive.

l become less common continue continue gets/ get get godown increase

cople !, aregetting happier. : Not everything

asssessasascscsosancaanonse

............................ better,
According to a recent report from the Western : though. The climate ® ................cc.cue......
Statistics Office, 73% of people say that they are to change for the worse, and sea levels
happy ‘most of the time’, compared with only LR T to rise. If average
47% at the beginning of the century. Perhaps : temperatures go on increasing, scientists are afraid :
 this is partly because the world is less crowded: : that more of the world’s capitals will go the same
G Vemmpmlaat . : way as London, Paris and New York. Perhaps one |
by about 1.3% per year. And life expectancy day we will all have to move to the mountains. :
----------------------------- :in 1970, men lived  Religious belief® .............crrrerrrnrrrns . 1N 2018,
for an average of 69 years and women 75; both i 65% of Western Federation citizens said that they
~ sexes now can expect to live for 113 years. We i believed in God; in 2096 the figure was only 24%,
e richer, too. The average  : and only half of these went to church regularly. 1
income in 2096 was 146,000 Western Credits — (From The Times, 18 July 2098.) ® j
twice as much as in the year 2018. : B ins s SRR S
L, Lot b WL LT RIS T S .:

e Internet exercise. Use a search engine (e.g. Goog|e) to find five or more simple
sentences beginning “/ have never been given”. Write them out.

Two levels ?

Some units are marked ‘Revise the Basics’: these revise elementary revise the g future H
points of grammar which may still cause problems. More advanced e 5 i
units are marked ‘Level 2! T | =T

Using the book to study particular points

If you want to know more about a particular point (for example present tenses, the difference between
should and must, or the position of adverbs), look in the index (pages 377-386) to find the right unit(s).
Read the explanations and do the exercises. Check your answers in the answer key (pages 329-376).
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Using the book for systematic study
If you are working without a teacher, we suggest:

1 DON'T go right through the book from beginning to end - some parts will be unnecessary for you.

2 Decide which sections you most need to study. Section 1, 'be and have’, for example? Section 8,
‘questions and negatives'? Section 19, ‘relatives’? Or other sections?

3 Goto the pages that you need. Read the grammar explanations, do the exercises, and check your
answers in the answer key (pages 329-376).

4 In some units there are ‘Grammar and vocabulary’ exercises for students who would like to learn more

words. Try these as well if you want to.

There are also some ‘Do it yourself’ exercises, which will give you a chance to discover rules for yourself.

Do some or all of the exercises in the ‘More Practice’ pages.

Go to the revision test at the end of the section, and try some or all of the questions.

Check your answers. If you still have problems, look at the explanations again.

0 N O w»n

Website
On the website there are tests which will help you to decide what you need to study, or to find out how
well you have learnt the different points of grammar. There are also extra exercises and games to give

you more practice on some of the points.

) Oxford English Grammar Cou

Pronunciation ,
The ‘Pronunciation for grammar’ CD-ROM 8 questions and negatives

negatives 3Which do you hear - weak or strol

) Oxford English Grammar Course

Pronunciation for grammar

will help you to pronounce structures

Listen to the weak and strong pronuncia " es and -ing forms
G
@ srong

Uisten and choose the correct answers.

fluently, with good rhythm and stress.

ing forms 3 Saying sentences - infinitives of purpose

Read the sentences. Then repeat what you hear.

Examinations

This book teaches all of the grammar (and
more!) that is needed for Common European
Framework Levels B1 and B2 and is suitable
for learners studying for Cambridge FCE.

v e vk @
x 2 visogl
DB =EFER L

&P 1 May's gone to the airport to meet her unde. her unde

Q¢

&5 3 panwent to Garro to leam some Arablc.

to meet her unde

T wore my old boots to go walking in the hills.

to the airport to meet he

May's gone to the airpog
€5 & weleft Mum a note to tell her all about . :
B e o T TP D s e assenevsedlesaieisiacaenat

If you know everything in the book, will you speak perfect English?

No, sorry!

1 Not many people learn foreign languages perfectly. (And not many people need to.) But this book will help
you to speak and write much more correctly.

2 Books like this give short practical explanations. They cannot tell you the whole truth about English grammar,
and they cannot give you enough practice to get all the difficult points right. If you follow the rules in this book,
you will not make many mistakes. But you will probably need to practise using the structures in different
situations. (The website material will help with this.) You will find more complete information about difficult
points in the Advanced Level of the Oxford English Grammar Course, or in Michael Swan’s Practical English Usage
(Oxford University Press).

3 Grammar is not the only important thing in a language. You also need a wide vocabulary, and - very important -
you need a lot of practice in listening and speaking, reading and writing. Remember: this is a grammar practice
book, not a complete English course.

We hope that you will enjoy using our book.

With our best wishes for your progress in English.

ﬂ oo (e CotbononsTimtien

i
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words for talking about grammar

active and passive: / see, she heard are active verbs; | am seen, she was heard are passive verbs.

adjectives: for example big, old, yellow, unhappy.

adverbs: for example quickly, completely, now, there.

affirmative sentences or statements are not questions or negatives — for example / arrived.

articles: a/an (indefinite article’); the (‘definite article’).

auxiliary verbs are used before other verbs to make questions, tenses etc - for example do you think;
| have finished; she is working. See also modal auxiliary verbs.

clause: see sentence.

comparatives: for example older, better, more beautiful, more slowly.

conditional: a structure using the conjunction if.

conjunctions: for example and, but, because, while.

consonants: see vowels.

contractions: short forms like I'm, you're, he'll, don't.

conversational: see formal.

countable nouns: the names of things we can count - for example one chair, three cars; uncountable (or‘'mass’)
nouns: the names of things we can't count, like oil, rice.

determiners: words like the, some, many, my, which go before (adjective +) noun.

double letters: pp, tt, ee etc.

formal, informal, conversational: We use formal language with strangers, in business letters etc: for example
‘Good afternoon, Mr Parker. May | help you?'We use informal or conversational language with family and
friends: for example ‘Hi, John. Want some help?’

future verbs: for example / will go; Ann is going to write to us.

imperatives: forms like Go home, Come and sit down, Don’t worry, which we use when we tell or ask people (not)
to do things.

indirect speech: the grammar that we use to say what people say or think: for example John said that he was tired.

infinitives: (to) go, (to) sleep etc.

informal: see formal.

-ing forms: going, sleeping etc.

irregular: see regular.

leave out: If we say Seen John?, we are leaving out Have you.

modal verbs or modal auxiliary verbs: must, can, could, may, might, shall, should, ought to, will and would.

negative sentences are made with not: for example / have not seen her.

nouns: for example chair, oil, idea, sentence.

object: see subject.

opposite: hot is the opposite of cold; up is the opposite of down.

passive: see active.

past perfect tense: see perfect tenses.

past progressive tense: see past tenses.

past tenses: for example went, saw, stopped (simple past); was going, were eating (past progressive).

past participles: for example gone, seen, stopped.

perfect tenses: forms with have/has/had + past participle: for example | have forgotten (present perfect);
It has been raining (present perfect progressive); They had stopped (past perfect).

personal pronouns: for example /, you, us, them.

plural: see singular.

possessives: for example my, your; mine, yours; John’s, my brothers.

prepositions: for example at, in, on, between.

present participles: for example going, sleeping etc (also called -ing forms).

present perfect tenses: see perfect tenses.
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present tenses: for example He goes (simple present); She is walking (present progressive).

progressive (or‘continuous’): for example | am thinking (present progressive); They were talking (past
progressive).

pronouns: for example /, you, anybody, themselves.

question tags: for example isn't it?, doesn’t she?

reflexive pronouns: myself, yourself etc.

regular: plurals like cats, buses; past tenses like started, stopped:; irregular: plurals like teeth, men, children; past
tenses like broke, went, saw.

relative clauses: clauses that begin with relative pronouns: for example the man who bought my car.

relative pronouns: who, which and that when they join clauses to nouns: for example the man who bought my car.

sentence, clause: A sentence begins with a capital letter (A, B etc) and ends with a full stop (.), like this one.
A sentence may have more than one clause, often joined by a conjunction. For example I'll come and see
you when I'm in London.

simple past tense: see past tenses.

simple present tense: see present tenses.

singular: for example chair, cat, man; plural: for example chairs, cats, men.

spelling: writing words correctly: for example, we spell necessary with one c and double s.

subject and object: In She took the money — everybody saw her, the subjects are she and everybody; the objects are
the money and her.

superlatives: for example oldest, best, most beautiful, most easily.

tense: She goes, she is going, she went, she was going, she has gone are different tenses.

third person: words for other people, not / or you: for example she, them, himself, John, has, goes.

uncountable nouns: see countable nouns.

verbs: for example sit, give, hold, think, write.

vowels: g, e, i, 0, u and their usual sounds; consonants: b, ¢, d, f, g etc and their usual sounds.

other useful words
Here are some other words that are used in this book. Find them in your dictionary and write the translations here.

ACHION ..vvieeieieeeeeenes POIILE vuvuieenieieiiiiereeneaeen
CROBSE ;s onsmmusns sommsmswon supoumies (670 ][17=],7 FRS—————————
COMMON c.vvinininineiiininenenennns POSSIbIlity ...ceveeiiiiiiii
complete (verd) ........ocevuvevveniniennnnen. POSSIDIE & :is visnsns sos somswomons vins i

(o] (=t SN Practise ......coeeevnveviniiininnnnn.
CESCTIDIION s smmsmmmmsin s s smsnas & PIEAIC v wossmmnans sorumamons smomsws
difference ......cocovveieiiininiannnn, prefer...cveeieiiiiiiiiianen

BVENE cicoveivs suminavs siensesamsansans probable ..........cccoiiiiiiiinnnn.
exclamation .......ccoecveeineniininnnn.. PrONOUNCE ...eveneeiineieeneeeneenenns
XPIAIN o\ oo viosivsrossnsssmsivonss oo PronuNCiation .........ceuvveeeneneenennnnes
EXPrESSION ..vvivvniiiirieiinnenaeanes (=] o 1T | (PO

form (noun) .....ccoeveiiiiniinininnn.. (=] o]0 | A A
goon,happen ........ccoeviiiiiiinininnnn.. FEVISION . ovvieiiiiiiiiienee e,
ingeneral ........c.ccovviiiiiniinnnn. rule .o
introduction .........cocovviiiiiniininnn. SECHION vvvveerviiiriieneeeieneaees

JOIAL 555 swmis amss smmwonmars pamaes similar .....oooviiiiii
mean (verb) .......ccoevviiiieiiiinininn, situation ........coceveviiiinininenne.
INEANING, 15 v smm w0 sivis sme s ssmass stressed (PronuNCiation) ........coeveviveeriieninenens
NECESSANY «euevrrnernrnernrnrenenennanns SEFUCHUNE o scmnsvnsons vos sanewosans sins
NEWS < suis smsswssnssmnsssmnnis UNNECESSANY «euvvenennenenenrreeneenenns
normal .....oevevveniiiiinniniennnnn unusual ....oeeeriiniiiininiinenne.
normally ......cooeevvvevinininnnninnns USE (NOUN) c.vvvninieiiiiieineieeaann,
particular .........ooooveiiiniiininne USE(VErD) v.vvevveeiineiiiiennnn,

[0 F 1 P P (word)order ........ccoevevivieninnnnnnne.
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We haven't got / don't have time. 6-7
habitual and repeated actions

Do you often have colds? 8
have for actions  I'm going to have a swim. 9
be and have: more practice 10-11
be and have: revision test 12

SECTION 2 presenttenses pages 13-24

grammar summary 13
revise the basics: which present tense? 14-15
revise the basics: spelling 16
present progressive for changes

Prices are going up. 17
simple present: instructions etc

You take the first left 18-19
non-progressive verbs

| remember his face. 20-21
present tenses: more practice 22-23
present tenses: revision test 24

SECTION 3 talking about the future

pages 25-38
grammar summary 25
revise the basics: going to 26
revise the basics: present progressive for future 27
revise the basics: will-future 28
will in decisions, promises etc  OK, I'll go. 29
which future? will, going to or present

progressive? 30
simple present

My credit card expires at midnight. 31
future progressive

This time tomorrow I'll be skiing. 32
be + infinitive  You're to do your homework. 33
future in the past ‘

I was going to ring you yesterday. 34

x  LIST OF UNITS

future perfect

He'll have finished the roof by Saturday. 35
talking about the future: more practice 36-37
talking about the future: revision test 38
SECTION 4 pasttenses pages39-46
grammar summary 39
revise the basics: simple past forms 40
revise the basics: which past tense? 41
more about past tenses 42
past tenses in requests etc

I wondered if you were free. 43
past tenses: more practice 44-45
past tenses: revision test 46
SECTION 5 perfecttenses pages47-70
grammar summary 47
revise the basics:

present perfect forms and use 48
revise the basics:

present perfect or simple past? 49
revise the basics: tenses with time words 50
revise the basics: already, yet and just 51
finished time or up to now?

this morning; at school 52-53
news We've found oil in the garden! 54
news and details

A plane has crashed. It came down ... 55
revise the basics: present perfect

progressive; since, for 56-57
present perfect or present perfect

progressive? 58-59
simple past and present perfect: summary 60
revise the basics: past perfect 61
more about the past perfect

after | had finished 62
past perfect progressive

she had been working too hard 63
This is the first time etc 64
perfect tenses: more practice 65-67
perfect tenses: revision test 68-69
all past and perfect tenses: revision test 70



SECTION6 modalverbs pages71-92

grammar summary
revise the basics: the grammar of modals

revise the basics: must, should and ought to

have to and must

71
72-73
74
75

must not; do not have to; do not need to / needn’t 76

had better
supposed to
You're supposed to start work at 8.30.
must/can’t: certainty
She must be in. He can’t be hungry.
may and might
revise the basics: permission, requests etc
shallin questions  What shall we do?
can and could (ability): past and future
revise the basics: used to
will and would: typical behaviour
She will talk to herself.
perfect modal verbs: should have ...

Youd better take your umbrella.

77

It may rain. It might even snow. 80

85
86

perfect modal verbs: may have ...; must have ... 87

perfect modal verbs: could have .. .;
needn't have...

modal verbs: more practice

modal verbs: revision test

SECTION 7 passives pages93-102
grammar summary
revise the basics: active and passive
passive infinitives and -ing forms
to be seen; being seen
passives: verbs with two objects
Susan was given a prize.
prepositions with passives
Ted likes being read to.
reasons for using passives
passives: more practice
passives: revision test

"

SECTION 8 questions and negatives
pages 103-114
grammar summary
revise the basics: questions
question-word subjects
Whowon? What happened?
prepositions in questions
What are you thinking about?

88
89-91
92

93

94-95

96

97

98

99

100-101
102

103
104-105

106

107

revise the basics: negatives 108-109
negative questions  Aren’t you well? 110-111
guestions and negatives: more practice  112-113
guestions and negatives: revision test 114

SECTION 9 infinitives and -ing forms

pages 115-140
grammar summary 115
revise the basics: infinitive with and without to 116

revise the basics: infinitive of purpose 117
revise the basics: verb + infinitive or -ing form 118
revise the basics: preposition + -ing form 119
more about infinitives: to sit, to be sitting, ... 120
perfect infinitives: to have gone etc 121
to for whole infinitive

Idliketo. Idon'twantto. 122
-ing forms as subjects, objects etc

Smoking is bad for you 123
more about verb + infinitive or -ing form 124
go...ing She’s gone shopping. 125
-ing form and infinitive both possible 126-127
verb + object + infinitive

He wants me to wash his socks. 128-129
adjective + infinitive or -ing form

pleased to see etc 130
noun + infinitive or -ing form

time to go; fear of flying 131
more about noun/pronoun + infinitive

nothing to wear 132
for...to... It'stime forthe postmantocome. 133
more about adjective + infinitive

easy to please etc 134
before, after, since, by and for + -ing 135
to..ing Ilook forward to seeing you. 136
infinitives and -ing forms: more practice  137-139
infinitives and -ing forms: revision test 140

SECTION 10 various structures with verbs
pages 141-154
grammar summary 141

revise the basics: imperatives; let’s 142
revise the basics: verbs with two objects 143
revise the basics: causative have and get 144
exclamations

How beautiful! What a surprise! 145
do: emphatic auxiliary  You do look nice. 146

LIST OF UNITS  xi



it: preparatory subject It’s niceto talktoyou. 147
emphasis with it and what

It’s not tea that | want. 148-149
phrasal verbs Il think it over. 150-151
various structures with verbs:

Look out!

more practice 152-153
various structures with verbs: revision test 154
SECTION 11 articles: a/an and the

pages 155-166
grammar summary 155
revise the basics: a/an and one 156
revise the basics: a/an

She’safarmer. He’s gotalong nose. 157
revise the basics: a/an

A spider has eight legs. A man called. 158

revise the basics: the Please close the door. 159
revise the basics: generalisations without the

I like music. 160
the in generalisations

Who invented the telescope? 161
place names Lake Superior; the Atlantic 162
other special cases

in prison; She became Queen. 163
articles: more practice 164-165
articles: revision test 166

SECTION 12 determiners pages 167-188

grammar summary 167
revise the basics: this, that, these, those 168
revise the basics: some and any 169
some/any or no article

Have some toast. | don't like toast. 170
any, not any, no and none 171
any =‘one or the other - it’s not important

which’ 172
revise the basics: much, many, a lot (of) 173
revise the basics: enough, too and

too much 174-175
revise the basics: (a) little, (a) few 176
less and least, fewer and fewest 177
revise the basics: all 178
revise the basics: all, every, everybody,

everything 179
every and each; every one 180
both, either and neither 181
which? and what? 182

xii LIST OF UNITS

other(s) and another 183
determiners and of most people; mostofus 184
determiners: more practice 185-187
determiners: revision test 188

SECTION 13 personal pronouns and possessives
pages 189-200

grammar summary 189
revise the basics: |, me, my, mine etc 190
possessives

afriend of mine Anne broke herarm. 191

personal pronouns  ‘Who's that?’ ‘It's me.! 192-193

reflexives

She taught herself to play the guitar. 194-195
you, one and they

You can’t learn French in a month. 196-197
personal pronouns and possessives:

more practice 198-199
personal pronouns and possessives:

revision test 200
SECTION 14 nouns pages201-214
grammar summary 201
revise the basics: countable and

uncountable nouns 202
more about countable and uncountable nouns 203
revise the basics: how to spell plurals 204
plurals of nouns: special cases

aircraft, sheep, arms 205
mixed singular and plural

My family are angry with me. 206
revise the basics: possessive ‘s 207
possessive ‘s or of ...

my father’s name; the name of the book 208
revise the basics: noun+noun 209
noun + noun or preposition

road signs; signs of anger 210
one(s) abigone with cream 211
nouns: more practice 212-213
nouns: revision test 214
SECTION 15 adjectives and adverbs

pages 215-226
grammar summary 215
revise the basics: adjectives, adverbs of

manner 216



interested and interesting etc 217
adjectives without nouns

in the country of the blind 218
order of adjectives

a terrible little boy; old and grey 219
adverbs with the verb

| can never wake up in time. 220-221
even and only; end-position adverbs 222
confusing adjectives and adverbs: fast,

hard, late, ... 223
adjectives and adverbs: more practice 224-225
adjectives and adverbs: revision test 226

SECTION 16 comparison pages227-238
grammar summary 227
revise the basics: comparative and

superlative adjectives 228-229
revise the basics: comparative and

superlative adverbs 230
as...as asmany people as possible 231
more on comparatives

taller and taller; the more the better 232-233
more about superlatives

the best player of us all 234
like and as; so and such 235
comparison: more practice 236-237
comparison: revision test 238

SECTION 17 conjunctions pages 239-252

grammar summary 239
revise the basics: use and position of

conjunctions 240
revise the basics: present for future

I'll tell you when | know. 241
using certain conjunctions: so that,

as long as, until etc 242-243
leaving out that  She knew | was right. 244
both ...and; (n)either ... (n)or 245
perfect for completion  when I've finished 246
tenses with since and for

... since we were students 247
conjunction + -ing or -ed

after talking to you; until cooked 248
clauses without conjunctions

Putting down my book ... 249
conjunctions: more practice 250-251
conjunctions: revision test 252

SECTION 18 ifetc pages253-266
grammar summary 253
revise the basics: ordinary tense use 254
revise the basics: If | had a million dollars, ... 255
revise the basics: if go and if | went 256
could ='would be able to’

We could go cycling if ... 257
unreal past situations

If Jane hadn't helped me, ... 258-259
unless Come tonight unless | phone. 260
ifonly and I wish: tenses  Ifonly I knew ... 261

incase I'mtaking my umbrella in case it rains. 262
it's time and I'd rather: tenses

It’s time you had a haircut. 263
if etc: more practice 264-265
if etc: revision test 266

SECTION 19 relatives pages 267-280
grammar summary 267
revise the basics: who(m), which and that 268-269
revise the basics: leaving out relative

pronouns 270
what =‘the thing(s) that’ Take what you like. 271
whose agirlwhose beauty ... 272
prepositions in relative clauses

the girl  was talking about 273
reduced relative clauses

luggage left unattended 274
non-identifying relative clauses

Kelly, who does my hair, ... 275
reading sentences with relative clauses ~ 276-277
relatives: more practice 278-279
relatives: revision test 280
SECTION 20 indirect speech pages281-292
grammar summary 281
revise the basics: why things change 282
revise the basics: 'here’ and ‘now’ words 283
revise the basics: tenses 284-285
present situations

He proved that the earth is/was round. 286
revise the basics: indirect questions 287
revise the basics: infinitives

He promised to write. 288
indirect speech: special cases

He said I'd better go. 289
indirect speech: more practice 290-291
indirect speech: revision test 292

LIST OF UNITS  xiii



SECTION 21 prepositions pages 293-304

grammar summary 293
revise the basics: time 294
revise the basics: place and movement 295
some preposition choices 296-297
verbs with prepositions Look at her. 298-299
nouns with prepositions lack of sleep 300
adjectives with prepositions  full of water 301
expressions beginning with prepositions

ataparty 302
prepositions: more practice 303
prepositions: revision test 304

SECTION 22 spoken grammar pages 305-316

grammar summary 305
spoken sentence structure
It's difficult, the exam. 306

dropping sentence beginnings Mustdash. 307
dropping words after auxiliaries

‘Getup!” ‘lam!’ 308
revise the basics: question tags

It's cold, isn't it? 309
more about question tags

Nobody phoned, did they? 310
revise the basics: short answers and

reply questions 311
revise the basics: soam | etc 312-313
structures with so and not

I (don't) think so. | hope so/not. 314
spoken grammar: more practice 315
spoken grammar: revision test 316

xiv LIST OF UNITS



