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Mandarin Companion Graded Readers

Mandarin Companion creates books you can read! This series offers Chinese
learners enjoyable and interesting reading materials to accelerate language
learning. Each book uses characters, words, and grammar that a learner is
most likely to know at each level based on in-depth analysis of textbooks,
education programs, and natural Chinese language. Every story is written in a
style that is easy for a learner to understand and enjoyable to read.



Mandarin Companion Level 2

Level 2 is intended for Chinese learners at a low intermediate level. Most
learners who have been able to fluently read Mandarin Companion Level 1
should be able to read this book. This series is designed to combine
simplicity of characters with an easy-to-understand storyline that helps
learners grow their vocabulary and language comprehension abilities. The
more they read, the better they will become at reading and grasping the
Chinese language.

Level 2 is designed around a core set of 450 fundamental characters. These
basic characters ensure that most of the vocabulary will be simple everyday
words that the reader is most likely to know. This series contains
approximately 650 unique words, a number low enough to make reading
Chinese less intimidating, while also introducing new key words relevant to
the story.

Key words are added gradually over the course of the story. A numbered
footnote indicates the first time a new word or character is introduced and the
corresponding hyperlink references the glossary with pinyin and an English
definition. Each additional instance of a new word is indicated by a
hyperlink. All proper nouns have been underlined to help the reader
distinguish between names and words.



What level is right for me?

If you are able to read this book with a high level of comprehension, then this
book is likely at your level. It is ideal to have at most only one unknown
word or character for every 40-50 words or characters that are read.

Once you are able to read fluidly and quickly without interruption you are
ready for the next level. Even if you are able to understand all of the words in
the book, we recommend that readers build fluidity and reading speed before
moving to higher levels.



How will this help my Chinese?

Reading extensively in a language you are learning is one of the most
effective ways to build fluency. However, the key is to read at a high level of
comprehension. Reading at the appropriate level in Chinese will increase the
speed of character recognition, help acquire vocabulary faster, allow readers
to naturally learn grammar, and train the brain to think in Chinese. It also
makes learning Chinese more fun and enjoyable. Readers will experience the
sense of accomplishment and confidence that only comes from reading entire
books in Chinese.

For more information, please see Extensive Reading and Graded Readers



About Mandarin Companion

Mandarin Companion was started by Jared Turner and John Pasden who met
one fateful day on a bus in Shanghai when the only remaining seat left them
sitting next to each other. A year later, Jared had greatly improved his
Chinese using extensive reading but was frustrated at the lack of suitable
reading materials. He approached John with the prospect of creating their
own series. Having worked in Chinese education for nearly a decade, John
was intrigued with the idea and thus began the Mandarin Companion series.

John majored in Japanese in college, but started learning Mandarin and later
moved to China where his learning accelerated. After developing language
proficiency, he was admitted into an all-Chinese masters program in applied
linguistics at East China Normal University in Shanghai. Throughout his
learning process, John developed an open mind to different learning styles
and a tendency to challenge conventional wisdom in the field of teaching
Chinese. He has since worked at ChinesePod as academic director and host,
and opened his own consultancy, AllSet Learning, in Shanghai to help
individuals acquire Chinese language proficiency. He lives in Shanghai with
his wife and children.

After graduate school and with no Chinese language skills, Jared decided to
move to China with his young family in search of career opportunities. Later
while working on an investment project, Jared learned about extensive
reading and decided that if it was as effective as it claimed to be, it could help
him learn Chinese. In three months, he read 10 Chinese graded readers and
his language ability quickly improved from speaking words and phrases to a
conversational level. Jared has an MBA from Purdue University and a
bachelor in Economics from the University of Utah. He lives in Shanghai
with his wife and children.

http://mandarincompanion.com/blog/fateful-beginnings/
http://mandarincompanion.com/blog/how-reading-in-chinese-changed-my-life/
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